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A new Public Policy Polling survey, conducted on behalf of the Coalition to Protect 

Women’s Health Care (www.coalitiontoprotectwomenshealth.org), finds strong support 

from Catholics for the solution to the birth control policy the White House announced on 

Friday, indicating that the US Conference of Catholic Bishops and Congressional 

Republicans who oppose the requirement for birth control coverage are significantly out 

of step with rank-and-file Catholic voters. 

 

Key findings from the survey include: 

 

-57% of Catholic voters support the new policy President Obama announced 

yesterday allowing women who work for religiously-affiliated hospitals and universities 

to receive coverage for prescription birth control without requiring Catholic institutions 

to pay for the coverage directly.  Only 29% oppose the policy because they believe it still 

goes too far in requiring birth control coverage; additionally 5% oppose it because they 

think Catholic hospitals and universities should be required to pay for this coverage.  

Catholic women are particularly positive toward the policy, with 59% of them 

expressing support. 

 

-With the inclusion of President Obama’s solution for religiously-affiliated institutions, 

Catholics favor the requirement that health plans cover prescription birth control by a 

margin of  54% to 42%.   Catholic Democrats (80% - 17%)  favor the requirement by 

virtually the same margin that Catholic Republicans (16% - 79%) oppose it; 

significantly, politically independent Catholics favor the requirement by an 18-point 

margin (56% to 38%).  Catholic women also favor it by  an 18-point margin, while 

Catholic men favor it by a 4-point margin. 

 

-This issue has the potential to cause Mitt Romney trouble with Catholic voters in the 

fall. 51% say they side with Barack Obama on this issue, while only 38% prefer 

Romney’s position. Hispanic Catholics, a group Romney must make in roads with, go 

with Obama 59/32 on the policy and Catholic women do so by a 54/35 margin. Catholics 

have been a key swing voting group in recent elections, supporting George W. Bush in 

2004 and then Obama in 2008. Obama’s even-handed approach on this issue has him 

positioned well with Catholics for the fall. 

 

-Congressional Republicans risk losing their majority in the House and squandering any 

opportunities in the Senate by continuing attacks on the popular birth control benefit.  

http://www.coalitiontoprotectwomenshealth.org/
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55% of Catholic voters are opposed to their trying to eliminate the requirement that birth 

control be provided with no out of pocket costs, while only 37% would support such a 

move. Independents, whose support fueled the GOP’s success in the 2010 election, 

oppose Congresional Republicans by a 52/36 spread on this. 

 

President Obama has scored a significant political victory on this issue. Catholics are 

happy with the new approach he announced on Friday. Mitt Romney and the Republicans 

in Congress would do well to get behind this policy or risk paying a price with voters this 

fall. 

 

PPP conducted a national survey of 466 Catholic voters on the night of Friday, February 

10th.  The margin of error for the poll is +/-4.5%. This survey was conducted on behalf of 

the Coalition to Protect Women’s Health Care. 

 

Text of survey questions:  

 

QUESTION: President Obama announced a policy that would allow women who work 

for religiously-affiliated hospitals and universities to receive coverage for prescription 

birth control without requiring Catholic institutions to pay for it. Under this policy, 

insurance plans would provide birth control coverage at no additional charge to those 

who want it, separately from the coverage paid for by the Catholic institution. Do you 

approve or disapprove of the policy that allows women who work for religiously-

affiliated hospitals and universities to receive coverage for prescription birth control 

without requiring Catholic institutions to pay for it? 

 

QUESTION: Now that this policy has occurred, do you favor or oppose the Obama 

Administration’s decision to treat prescription birth control as preventive health care that 

should be covered with no outof- pocket costs to patients? 

 

QUESTION: Mitt Romney also favors completely eliminating the requirement for all 

women that prescription birth control be fully covered by health plans, with no out-of-

pocket costs. On this issue, do you agree more with the policy announced by President 

Obama, or with Mitt Romney’s position to completely eliminate for all women that 

prescription birth control be covered with no out-of-pocket costs? 

 

QUESTION: Republicans in Congress have proposed legislation that would completely 

eliminate for all women the requirement that prescription birth control be fully covered 

by health plans, with no out-of-pocket costs. Do you favor or oppose this Republican 

proposal to completely eliminate the requirement that prescription coverage be fully 

covered by health plans, with no out-of-pocket costs? 

 


